
 
 

BOARD OF REGENTS

SUMMARY OF ITEM FOR ACTION, 
INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION 

 
TOPIC:    University of Maryland Eastern Shore: Bachelor of Science in Urban Forestry 
 
COMMITTEE:   Education Policy 
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: June 2, 2010 
 
SUMMARY:  The proposed program in Urban Forestry represents a new career degree and will be 
housed in the Department of Agriculture, Food and Resource Sciences (DAFRS).  Urban foresters 
live and work in larger cities and manage urban trees.  They are concerned with quality-of-life issues, 
such as air quality, shade, beautification, storm water runoff, and property values.  According to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, federal, state, and local governments employ the majority of conser-
vation scientists and foresters, and a large percentage of new jobs will be found in these areas.  The 
federal government and some state governments expect a large number of their workers to retire 
over the next decade.  As a result, there is likely to be a large number of job openings for foresters 
and conservation scientists in government.  In general, workers with a four-year degree from an ac-
credited university program, along with good technical and communication skills should have the best 
opportunities for entry-level work.  Overall, the projected 2018 outlook for jobs in forestry is 12,900. 
 
The primary objectives of the program are to provide academic and research professional training, 
experiential learning experiences via off-campus agency internship placements, off-site technical 
training, and job networking opportunities; to expose students to the use of state-of-the-art technolo-
gies such as geospatial sciences that will improve job skills and success in the workplace; and to 
prepare students for graduate study in urban forestry and allied disciplines.  This program will be 
supported by existing curricula, a highly qualified professional faculty and support staff, a 120-acre 
forest in the University Research and Teaching Farm, and related support facilities.  
 
The expected student learning outcomes have been aligned with those suggested in the Accredita-
tion Handbook of the Society of Professional Foresters.  These outcomes include the ability to under-
stand molecular biology, cells, organisms, populations, species, communities and ecosystems and to 
evaluate soil properties and processes, hydrology, water quality, and watershed functions; demon-
strate the ability to use basic approaches to and applications of math and statistics; understand hu-
man behavior and social and economic structures, processes and institutions of importance across a 
broad range of communities; and analyze ecological concepts and principles including the structure 
and function of ecosystems, especially the growth and performance of various tree species in ur-
ban/suburban settings, plant and animal communities common to urban forests.  
 
ALTERNATIVE(S): The Regents may not approve the program or may request further information. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  No additional funding is necessary.  The program will be supported through tui-
tion, grants and as necessary reallocated funds. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION:  That the Committee on Education Policy recommend that 
the Board of Regents approve the proposal from the University of Maryland Eastern Shore to offer 
the Bachelor of Science in Urban Forestry.   
 
 



 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 

 
DATE:  June 2, 2010 

 
BOARD ACTION: 

  
DATE: 

 
SUBMITTED BY:  Irwin Goldstein  (301) 445-1992 irv@usmd.edu 
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