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SUMMARY: Given the development of the new USM Strategic Plan and the System and state
focus on competitiveness and workforce development, it is critical at this time that the governing
board take responsibility for understanding general education requirements in the state and at
the different USM institutions to ensure that we have in place high-quality educational programs
to meet statewide needs.. To assist the members of the Committee on Education Policy in
understanding the general education component of academic programs, there will be a series of
presentations by the institutions during the 2010-2011 academic year.

At the September meeting, the Committee heard about planned changes in the general
education program at UMCP. At today’s meeting, Dr. Terry Cooney, Dean of the College of
Liberal Arts at Towson University, will share with the Committee information about revised
University Core Curriculum Requirements at Towson that are expected to be implemented in
the Fall 2011 semester.

ALTERNATIVE(S): This is an information item only.

FISCAL IMPACT: This is an information item only.
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Educational Policy Committee November 11, 2010

Towson University
Summary Statement of University Core Curriculum Requirements

e Adoption: General Education Review Committee Formed January 2007;
Consultations and Draft Reports During Process; Adoption Fall 2009;
Planned Implementation Fall 2011.

e Total Units: 43 or 44

e Distinctive Additions: Towson Seminar, Metropolitan Perspectives

o Verticality: Advanced Writing, Ethical Issues and Perspectives, and Towson Seminar
Perspectives Courses Include Upper Division Options

e Civic Engagement: Invited Especially in Metropolitan Perspectives

e Interdisciplinarity: Invited Especially in Towson Seminar, Creativity, and Perspectives

e Limitations: No More Than Two Courses from HEGIS of Major May Meet Core

Fundamentals Credit Hours

(1) Towson Seminar 3

(2) English Composition. 3

(3) Mathematics (at or above the level of college algebra) 3

(4) Creativity and Creative Development 3

Ways of Knowing Credit Hours

(5) Arts and Humanities (one)* 3

(6) Social and Behavioral Sciences (one) 3

(7) Biological and Physical Sciences with laboratory 4

(8) Biological and Physical sciences, with or without laboratory 3or4d

* The course meeting requirement 5 must be taken in a discipline different from that of the course

meeting requirement 4. A foreign language course may be taken to meet requirement 5.

Writing in a Chosen Field Credit Hours

(9) Advanced Writing Seminar 3






Perspectives ** Credit Hours
(10) Metropolitan Perspectives 3

(11) The United States as a Nation 3

(12) Global Perspectives 3

(13) Diversity and Difference 3

(14) Ethical Issues and Perspectives 3

*ok One course under Perspectives must be taken in a discipline in the arts and humanities, different

from the discipline in requirement 5.

One course under Perspectives must be taken in a discipline in the social and behavioral sciences,
different from the discipline in requirement 6.






LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Students will display competency in essential skills required of a college graduate by:

a.
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Writing clearly and persuasively for a variety of purposes and for different audiences, revising
and improving such texts.

Making articulate, persuasive, and influential presentations.

Reading, interpreting, analyzing and evaluating written discourse.

Understanding mathematical principles and applications at or above the level of college algebra.
Demonstrating knowledge of methods used to collect, interpret, and apply scientific data.
Integrating ideas and concepts in order to make judgments based on evidence.

Researching a topic, develop an argument and organize supporting details.

Using software as appropriate for writing, for spreadsheets, for statistical analysis, for
calculations, or for presentations.

2. Students will explore and integrate knowledge in order to understand how various disciplines
interrelate by.

a.

Articulating relevant basic assumptions, concepts, theoretical constructs and factual information
of a discipline.

Understanding and applying relevant discipline-specific methodologies and strategies of inquiry.
Applying appropriate critical-thinking/problem-solving skills and communication skills in
discipline specific contexts.

Identifying some of the fundamental similarities and differences among various fields of study.
Recognizing the complexity and multiplicity of methods and standards of inquiry as well as the
diversity of opinion among informed inquirers within and among different fields of study.

3. Students will use inquiry and critical judgment to make decisions by:

a.
b.

Reflecting and evaluating claims and evidence (rather than merely reporting information).
Thinking in complex terms that move beyond an either/or binary approach.

4. Students will identify, interpret, evaluate, and integrate human values by:

a.
b.

Demonstrating an understanding and application of human values (e.g., moral, ethical, aesthetic).
Demonstrating an understanding of competing human values as evidenced by cultural, socio-
economic or other differences.

Demonstrating an understanding of the complexity and multiplicity of methods of inquiry and
diversity of opinion among different disciplines.

Exploring the meaning of citizenship in the context of a society containing multiple groups,
values, and objectives.

5. Students will reflect upon and demonstrate appreciation for the lives of people from cultures and
situations other than their own, and they will exhibit global awareness, by:

a.

Engaging intellectually and seeking to understand the experiences and views of people with
different cultural backgrounds and beliefs, whether in their own country or abroad.

Explaining their own cultural perspective as well as make a meaningful comparison with the
perspectives of others.

Demonstrating knowledge of issues that affect people across multiple countries and continents.
Creating or participating in projects and assignments in which they can demonstrate their ability
to interpret, evaluate, compare, and critique the views and experiences of their own and other
cultures.





