
 

BOARD OF REGENTS

SUMMARY OF ITEM FOR ACTION, 
INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION 

 
TOPIC:  Towson University: Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Science in Middle School 

Education 
 
COMMITTEE:   Education Policy 
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: January 26, 2011  
 
SUMMARY: The proposed middle school program specifically addresses Maryland’s new empha-
sis on middle grades education.  Two years ago, the Maryland State Department of Education 
(MSDE) established a new middle school certification area to address the need for specialists in 
education for early adolescents.  The proposed program is specifically designed to prepare teach-
ers to be certified to teach in middle grades (4-9).  Upon completion of the program, teachers will 
be certified in two middle school content areas, i.e., mathematics, science, English language arts, 
and social studies. 

The learning outcomes of the proposed major reflect the standards of the National Middle School 
Association (NMSA) and MSDE.  As will all professional education programs, candidate outcomes 
will be systematically assessed, based on program-specific, performance-based assessments, ap-
proved by NMSA.  The major requires that students demonstrate the standards-based knowledge, 
skills, and dispositions necessary to become an effective beginning middle school educator, em-
phasizing the following themes: Young Adolescent Development, Middle Level Content, Middle 
Level Philosophy and School Organization, Middle Level Curriculum and Assessment, and Middle 
Level Instruction and Assessment. 

The proposed program will serve candidates seeking dual Maryland certification in middle school 
and will provide them with a major advantage in seeking employment as an educator.  It will pre-
pare candidates who have appropriate content knowledge in two subject areas, as well as the 
pedagogical background necessary to teach young adolescents.  Graduates of the program will be 
considered “Highly Qualified” in district “No Child Left Behind” reporting. 
 
ALTERNATIVE(S): The Regents may not approve the program or may request further information. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  No additional funding is necessary.  The program will be supported through tui-
tion. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION:  That the Committee on Education Policy recommend 
that the Board of Regents approve the proposal from the University to offer the Bachelor of 
Arts/Bachelor of Science in Middle School Education. 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

 
DATE: 

 
BOARD ACTION: 

  
DATE: 

 
SUBMITTED BY:  Irwin Goldstein  (301) 445-1992 irv@usmd.edu 
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