
 
 
 

 

BOARD OF REGENTS

SUMMARY OF ITEM FOR ACTION, 
INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION 

 
TOPIC:  University of Maryland Baltimore County: Bachelor of Arts, Minor and 
  Certificate in Asian Studies 
 
COMMITTEE:   Education Policy 
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: January 26, 2011  
 
SUMMARY: The proposed program combines the study of a modern Asian language and area studies across 
a number of disciplines – history, modern languages and linguistics, political science, economics, English, 
American studies, music and philosophy.  The interdisciplinary and interdepartmental program will introduce 
undergraduates to the knowledge, language sills and research methods specific to those disciplines and help 
to prepare them for various professional paths related to Asia, including not only advanced academic research 
but also international relations, international business and trade, governmental service, or international law. 
The proposed program will draw upon faculty strengths across the disciplines at UMBC, following the model of 
the successful area studies programs established in the past decade, such as Gender and Women’s Studies, 
and certificate options such as Intercultural Communications. 

With the growing internationalization of life across the globe, which is increasingly evident on UMBC’s campus, 
the proposed program will provide students with significant and lasting benefit.  Asian Studies is an increas-
ingly relevant program for the 21st century, particularly given Asia’s considerable economic, political, military 
and cultural impact.   

A major in Asian Studies will provide numerous career opportunities; in-depth and, in some cases, first-hand 
knowledge of the region, reinforced by language proficiency, will open doors for many careers in international 
business and banking, journalism, government service (Foreign Service, the military, the intelligence commu-
nity), and non-governmental organizations and agencies such as Amnesty International and the United Na-
tions.  Some may also pursue a teaching career, while others opt for graduate studies, business or law school, 
for which a degree in Asian Studies is excellent preparation. 
 
ALTERNATIVE(S): The Regents may not approve the program or may request further information. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  No additional funding is necessary.  The program will be supported through tuition. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION:  That the Committee on Education Policy recommend that the Board 
of Regents approve the proposal from the University of Maryland Baltimore County to offer the Bachelor of 
Arts, Minor and Certificate in Asian Studies. 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

 
DATE: 

 
BOARD ACTION: 

  
DATE: 

 
SUBMITTED BY:  Irwin Goldstein  (301) 445-1992 irv@usmd.edu 
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