
 

BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

SUMMARY OF ITEM FOR ACTION,  
INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION 

 
TOPIC:  University of Maryland University College Substantial Modification of the Bachelor’s of 
  Technical/Professional Studies (BTPS) in Biotechnology and the BTPS in Laboratory 

 Management 
 
COMMITTEE:   Education Policy 
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: March 16, 2011 
 
SUMMARY:  COMAR defines the Bachelor’s of Technical/Professional Studies as “…a degree 
awarded for the successful completion of an A.A.S. degree, an advanced program of study in the 
designated area of concentration, and a 12-credit internship or field placement related to the pro-
gram of study.” (13B.02.03.02)  
 
The proposed modification of the existing BTPS degree programs in Biotechnology and Laboratory 
Management would establish Bachelor of Science alternatives for both programs.  This modification 
is necessary to provide access to students who have completed the appropriate lower-level transfer 
coursework but have not earned the A.A.S. degree and who therefore do not qualify under the cur-
rent BTPS degree structure. Other than eliminating the requirement that entering students must hold 
the A.A.S. degree, the proposed B.S. degrees would have the same curricular requirements as the 
current BTPS programs. 
 
The proposal is aligned with the Maryland State Plan for Postsecondary Education and with initia-
tives to increase the number of graduates in STEM fields. The proposal also supports the national 
and state goal of increasing the rate of degree attainment among adults. 
 
ALTERNATIVE(S):  The Regents may not approve the program or may request further information. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  There is no fiscal impact. 
 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION:  That the Committee on Education Policy recommend that 
the Board of Regents approve the proposal from University of Maryland University College to offer 
the Bachelor of Science in Biotechnology and the Bachelor of Science in Laboratory Management.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 
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BOARD ACTION: 
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SUBMITTED BY:  Irwin Goldstein (301) 445-1992  irv@usmd.edu 
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