
 

BOARD OF REGENTS

SUMMARY OF ITEM FOR ACTION, 
INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION 

 
TOPIC:  University of Baltimore: Bachelor of Arts in Integrated Arts 
 
COMMITTEE:   Education Policy 
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: January 26, 2011  
 
SUMMARY: Carefully balancing arts production and performance with courses in arts analysis and manage-
ment, the proposed program fills a niche in the universe of fine arts degree programs, an area not thoroughly 
covered in more traditional fine arts majors.  No area universities offer undergraduate degree programs that 
combine experiential arts learning with instruction in technology, business and public policy. The program’s 
interdisciplinary approach will draw on existing areas of the University’s strength: design, writing, technology, 
business, law and public policy.  Thus the program will rely heavily on existing courses offered, enabling effec-
tive and efficient delivery.  

Three aspects of the proposed program make it unique in the state.  First, students will be exposed to the cul-
tural, political and economic aspects of the arts in general while specializing in one area: creative writing, crea-
tive multimedia, graphic design, visual arts, theater, dance, music, photography or filmmaking.  Students spe-
cializing in an arts area not offered by UB may take advantage of USM inter-institutional registration.  Second, 
the program emphasizes technological literacy, from the history of arts technology to contemporary and future 
applications of technology that help artists and arts organizations produce, manage, and promote the arts.  
Third, the program will make extensive use of the Baltimore metropolitan area as a learning laboratory for stu-
dents: integrated arts majors will shadow artists, intern with arts organization, and attend exhibits and perform-
ance. 

As the University continues to define itself as a four-year undergraduate institution, it continues to expand its 
program offerings.  The proposed program, the University’s first arts-related bachelor’s degree program will 
provide students in the arts an opportunity to develop the knowledge and skills they will need to pursue a ca-
reer in that field.  Consistent with the University’s emphasis on practical education and community engage-
ment, the proposed program in integrated arts will partner with the city’s theaters, museums, galleries, musical 
venues and arts advocacy groups for student internships, work/study positions and job placements. 
ALTERNATIVE(S): The Regents may not approve the program or may request further information. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  No additional funding is necessary.  The program will be supported through tuition and real-
located funds. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION:  That the Committee on Education Policy recommend that the Board 
of Regents approve the proposal from the University of Baltimore to offer the Bachelor of Arts in Integrated 
Arts. 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

 
DATE: 

 
BOARD ACTION: 

  
DATE: 

 
SUBMITTED BY:  Irwin Goldstein  (301) 445-1992 irv@usmd.edu 
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