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BOARD OF REGENTS 
 
 

SUMMARY OF ITEM FOR ACTION,  
INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION 

 
TOPIC:  Intercollegiate Athletics: NCAA Division I Academic Progress Rates for 
 AY 2009-2010 
 
COMMITTEE:   Education Policy 
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: June 1, 2011 
 
SUMMARY:  The NCAA Academic Progress Rate (APR) was developed to provide an 
accurate, real time “snapshot” of a Division I athletic team’s academic success and to serve as 
a primary measurement on which the NCAA bases incentives and disincentives; the APR 
includes eligibility, retention, and graduation as factors in the rate calculation.  Today the 
Committee is receiving for information the 2009-2010 APR reports for each of the USM’s five  
Division I institutions (CSU, TU, UMBC, UMCP, and UMES), which were released by the NCAA 
on May 23, 2011.  NCAA reports APR data on the basis of a four-year rolling rate for all sports.  

Each Division I sports team receives an APR score.  High-performing teams receive public 
recognition from the NCAA.  Teams that score below 925 and have a student-athlete who failed 
academically and left school can lose scholarships.  Teams can lose up to 10 percent of their 
scholarships each year for poor academic performance under the immediate penalty structure.  
No USM teams were assessed immediate penalties.  A few teams fell below the NCAA “cut 
score” of 925, but they were not assessed penalties because the team is performing better than 
the institution’s general student body and/or because the team has demonstrated academic 
improvement over the past reporting years.   

Teams with APR scores below 900 face additional sanctions under the historical penalty 
structure, now in its third year.   

• First-year sanction is a public warning letter for poor performance.  

• Second-year sanctions include restrictions on scholarships and practice time.  

• Third-year sanctions result in loss of postseason competition for the team (such as a 
bowl game or the men’s basketball tournament).  

• Four consecutive years of poor academic performance results in restricted membership 
status for an institution. This means the school will not be considered a Division I college 
or university.  

This year, two USM teams received penalties.  CSU’s men’s basketball team received a 
second-year sanction, limiting aid awards to 9.0 counters and practice time to 5.0 days and 
16.0 hours of countable activity per week.  UMCP’s football team received a contemporaneous 
penalty that resulted in a loss of scholarships.  UMES’s men’s basketball team and baseball 
team, which both had received penalties in past years, were not penalized this year; their plan 
to improve the academic performance of student athletes was accepted by the NCAA, and the 
APR scores for both teams have been improving annually.  

Four USM intercollegiate athletic teams received public recognition awards from the NCAA for 
being in the top 10% of teams nationally in terms of their APR.  They are:  

COPPIN STATE UNIVERSITY: Women’s Tennis 

TOWSON UNIVERSITY: Women’s Cross Country, Women’s Gymnastics 

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, COLLEGE PARK:  Men’s Cross Country 
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Representatives of the institutions will be available to respond to questions from the Committee 
about the performance of their athletic teams and about future plans to improve academic 
performance. 

 

 
ALTERNATIVE(S): This is an information item. 
 
 FISCAL IMPACT:  This is an information item.  
 
 CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION:   This is an information item. 
 
    COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Received as information. DATE: June 1, 2011 

    BOARD ACTION:  DATE: 

   SUBMITTED BY:  Irwin L. Goldstein   (301) 445-1992 irv@usmd.edu 
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