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SUMMARY OF ITEM FOR ACTION,  

INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION 
 

TOPIC: Maryland Open Source Textbook Initiative 
 
 
COMMITTEE: Education Policy and Student Life   
 
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: October 15, 2013 
 
 
SUMMARY: The Student Council of the University System of Maryland (USMSC) has come to 
USM with a proposal to launch activities related to the adoption of open source textbooks. USM 
agrees with USMSC’s premise that pursuit of these options shows promise to significantly reduce 
students’ cost of attendance. We also recognize, as does USMSC, that text choice for any course 
is the prerogative of the faculty. 
 
We have agreed to pursue USMSC’s suggestion that we begin conversations about the resource 
infrastructure that would be required to support a repository of open source texts that could be 
made available to faculty for use in their courses. Among other existing repository programs, we 
will be assessing the University of Minnesota open textbook catalogue.  
 
USMSC will engage in a pilot project aimed at encouraging volunteer faculty to evaluate some 
available open source texts and consider using such texts in at least one course in the Spring 2014 
semester. Details of this pilot project will be shared. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE(S): This is an information item only. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: This is an information item; there is no fiscal impact associated with this item. 
 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION: This is an information item only. 
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