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SUMMARY OF ITEM FOR ACTION,  
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TOPIC: University of Maryland, Baltimore County: Bachelor of Arts in Biology Education 
 
COMMITTEE: Education Policy and Student Life 
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: June 3, 2014 
 
SUMMARY: The proposed B.A. in Biology Education will allow UMBC to produce outstanding 
teachers who are highly qualified to teach high school biology in order to help address the continuing 
need to improve secondary STEM education.  This program responds to the need at UMBC to provide a 
clear pathway for students who wish to teach biology at the secondary school level, and students finishing 
this sequence will achieve a degree that specifically indicates their area of specialization and training. 
 
Over the last five years (2008 – 2013), the UMBC Department of Education has had 2 – 3 students per 
year pursuing secondary school teacher certification with a Biology specialization.  This proposed major 
will also provide a four-year plan for biology majors who decide not to pursue graduate or professional 
school immediately after earning their undergraduate degree an wish to plan for employment.  It is 
therefore anticipated that several students per year who are currently pursuing a B.A. or B.S. Degree in 
Biological Sciences at UMBC will switch into the proposed program given the higher visibility that the 
program and career option will now have as a distinct major and four-year pathway.  The proposed 
program will likely also provide a smoother pathway for transfer students to pursue certification in 
biology education at UMBC.   
 
Students graduating from the proposed degree program should find a growing job market.  The Bureau of 
Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor Occupational Outlook Handbook 2012 – 2013 Edition 
indicates a 7% growth in high school teacher positions nationally over the period 2010 – 2020.  In 
addition, the Handbook notes that, “In addition to overall openings, many schools report difficulty filling 
teaching positions for certain subjects, including math, science… As a result, teachers with education or 
certifications to teach these specialties should have better job prospects.” 
 
ALTERNATIVE(S): The Regents may not approve the program or may request further information. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  No additional funding is necessary.  The program will be supported through tuition. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION:  That the Committee on Education Policy and Student Life 
recommend that the Board of Regents approve the proposal from the University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County to offer the Bachelor of Arts in Biology Education. 
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