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SUMMARY: The university has offered an athletic training program since 1972.  The current 
entry-level baccalaureate program received initial accreditation in 1998 and reaccreditation in 
2004 and 2011.  The next accreditation review will be in 2021.  Salisbury University proposes to 
transition the Athletic Training major from a baccalaureate to a master-level degree in accord-
ance with the parameters set forth by the Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Ed-
ucation (CAATE).  Admission to the undergraduate program has been suspended in anticipation 
of moving to the required master’s degree if approved.   

The proposal to move to a graduate degree program is motivated by internal and external factors.  
Internally, the attrition rate for undergraduate students in the program is quite high (since 2004, 
29% have either been dropped for academic deficits or selected another major).  This high attri-
tion rate mirrors a national trend in athletic training programs, and is in part what spurred the Na-
tional Athletic Trainer’s Association (NATA) to examine undergraduate programs throughout 
the country.  After a thorough review, NATA developed a white paper recommending that athlet-
ic trainers, like other healthcare professions, should have an entry-level master’s program. 
Among the key findings of the report are that “graduate-level education attracts students who are 
better prepared to assimilate the increasingly complex concepts that are foundational for athletic 
training practice.” Because there are extensive content courses necessary for certification 
examination eligibility, the current baccalaureate exceeds 120 credits and still does not have all 
of the foundational sciences.  Under this proposal for graduate level preparation, students can 
build a strong foundation of health-related basic science courses as undergraduates before 
moving into the professional courses of a graduate program.  

There are currently only three athletic training education programs in Maryland (Salisbury 
University, Frostburg State University, and Towson University), all at the baccalaureate level, 
with an average of only 28 graduates per year.  This proposed program would be the only post-
baccalaureate athletic training program in the State, thus enhancing the marketability of 
graduates in an expanding job market. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment 
of athletic trainers is projected to grow 21% between 2012 and 2022, which is 10% higher than 
the average for all occupations.  Regionally, even in the absence of state legislation, a rising 
number of high schools either hire athletic trainers or have access through clinic outreach.  For 
example, 61% of high schools in Maryland and 87% of high schools in Virginia employ athletic 
trainers.  In Delaware and Pennsylvania, 96% of high schools employ athletic trainers.  In recent 
years, student-athlete deaths caused by heat-related illnesses and concussions have highlighted 
the need (and demand) for qualified professionals in secondary school settings, making the 
demand for athletic training services likely to increase. 



 
ALTERNATIVE(S): The Regents may not approve the program or may request further infor-
mation. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  No additional funding is necessary. The program will be supported through 
tuition. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION:  That the Committee on Education Policy and 
Student Life recommend that the Board of Regents approve the proposal from Salisbury Univer-
sity to offer the Master of Science in Athletic Training. 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 
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