
 

BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

SUMMARY OF ITEM FOR ACTION,  
INFORMATION, OR DISCUSSION 

 
TOPIC: University of Baltimore: Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, Society and Applied Ethics 
 
COMMITTEE: Education Policy and Student Life 
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: January 13, 2015 
 
SUMMARY: The proposed interdisciplinary program combines theory and practice that includes 
a core in philosophy and requirements in one of five tracks that are well suited for a variety of  
careers (see page 14 of the proposal):  1) Student-Designed, 2) Philosophy and Public Policy, 3) 
Philosophy, Economics, and Business, 4) Philosophy, Sustainability, and the Environment, 5)  
Applied Ethics and Professional Life.  The program will educate and develop individuals with 
unique skills in critical thinking and analysis designed to apply across many professional pursuits. 
 
In addition to the core and track courses, students will be required to fulfill two experiential  
learning components – Curricular and Co-curricular.  The curricular component is integrated into 
the academic study through embedded experiential requirements throughout the philosophy  
coursework.  The co-curricular component can be fulfilled beyond the coursework through study 
abroad, internships, or attending six academic colloquia or symposia.  If approved, the program 
will also seek to provide students with the opportunities to pursue an accelerated combined degree 
program in the Juris Doctor (3/3) and the MA in Legal and Ethical Studies (3/2). 
 
Although there are several traditional philosophy programs offered by other Maryland institutions, 
there are no interdisciplinary undergraduate philosophy programs.  This proposed program would 
add a new opportunity because of its distinctively interdisciplinary and applied nature. 
 
ALTERNATIVE(S): The Regents may not approve the program or may request further  
information. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  No additional funding is necessary. The program will be supported through 
tuition. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION:  That the Committee on Education Policy and  
Student Life recommend that the Board of Regents approve the proposal from the University of 
Baltimore to offer the Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, Society and Applied Ethics. 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

 
DATE: January 13, 2015 

 
BOARD ACTION: 
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SUBMITTED BY:  Joann Boughman  301-445-1992             jboughman@usmd.edu 
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