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TOPIC:  NIIMBL Grant Presentation (information item) 
 
COMMITTEE:  Economic Development and Technology Commercialization 
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING:  January 26, 2017 
 
SUMMARY:  As part of a national public-private partnership, the USM (UMB and UMCP) will be 
a key partner to leverage a $70 million cost-shared agreement with NIST to advance U.S. 
competitiveness in biopharmaceutical manufacturing through the establishment of the 
National Institute for Innovation in Manufacturing Biopharmaceuticals (NIIMBL).    
 
Much of the research and collaboration with NIST will take place at USM’s Institute for 
Bioscience and Biotechnology research (IBBR) at Shady Grove.  NIIMBL will help to advance U.S. 
leadership in the biopharmaceutical industry, foster economic development, improve medical 
treatments and ensure a qualified workforce by collaborating with educational institutions to 
develop new training programs matched to specific biopharma skill needs.  In addition to the 
federal funding, the new institute is supported by an initial private investment of at least $129 
million from a consortium of 150 companies, educational institutions, research centers, 
coordinating bodies, non-profits and Manufacturing Extension Partnerships across the country. 
The consortium is establishing a new non-profit organization called USA Bio LLC to administer 
the cooperative agreement with NIST.  Dr. Bill Bentley, co-PI for the NIIMBL proposal and 
director of the Robert E. Fischell Institute for Biomedical Devices, will brief the Committee on 
this initiative. 

ALTERNATIVE(S):  This item is for information purposes. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  This item is for information purposes. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION: This item is for information purposes. 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:        DATE:  
 
BOARD ACTION:        DATE:  
 
SUBMITTED BY:  Tom Sadowski / Suresh Balakrishnan (301) 445-2783 
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Robert E. Fischell Distinguished Chair in Engineering
University of Maryland









What is Biomanufacturing?
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MARYLAND

Bioprocessing
• Continuous
• Cell expansion

Process Analytical Tech.
• Fischell Inst. Biomed. Devices
• Protein Characterization

Integrated Teams
• Company/NIST/FDA/Univ.

Integrated Facilities
• nonGMP training
• Bioprocess testing

Strengths

New devices/methodologies
for

process/product analysis

http://ome.umaryland.edu/photo/images/logos/UMB.gif


Potential partners



MARYLAND

Thank you for your attention!
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