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TOPIC: Update: Kirwan Commission on Innovation and Excellence in Education 
 
COMMITTEE: Education Policy and Student Life   
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: Tuesday, January 16, 2018 
 
SUMMARY: The Commission on Innovation and Excellence in Education was appointed in 
June 2016. Chancellor Emeritus William E. “Brit” Kirwan was appointed to chair the 
Commission with the dual charge of: 

(1)  reviewing the current education financing formula (Bridge To Excellence in Public 
Schools Act, Thornton Commission) and 
 

(2)  making policy recommendations to ensure that Maryland public schools would perform 
comparably to the best schools in the world. 

 
The Commission was originally expected to make recommendations by December 31, 2017, 
but because of the complexity of the task, they requested an extension to the second quarter 
of 2018. The Commission will make policy recommendations in January 2018 and will do an 
intensive cost analysis of the recommendations over the next few months. Based on its review 
and assessment, the Commission will make recommendations for legislative and policy 
initiatives to increase the availability of innovative educational opportunities and make adequate 
and equitable the funding for State public education. 
 
With many implications for students’ preparation for higher education and teacher preparation 
and training, higher education is represented on the Commission by Chancellor Robert Caret, 
with assistance from Dr. Nancy Shapiro (Associate Vice Chancellor for Education and 
Outreach). They will provide the Committee with a status report on the Kirwan Commission. 
 
ALTERNATIVE(S): This is an information item. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: This is an information item. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION: This is an information item. 
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