AAT Oversight Council Meeting
October 7, 2008
1-3pm

Location: University System of Maryland, Chancellor’s Conference Room

MINUTES
Participants: Susan Arisman, Candace Caraco, Sandra Dunnington, Linda Gronberg-Quinn, Diane Hampton, Jody Kallis, Kelly Kantz, Frank Kroll, Elizabeth Little, Ray Lorion, Janet Medina, Ben Passmore, Dennis Pataniczek (Co-Chair), Virginia Pilato (Co-Chair), Lois Stover, Donna Wiseman

Staff: Danielle Susskind 

Welcome and Introductions
· We are still waiting for the community college rep to be identified as a co-chair
Approval of Minutes- Approved
Update: Research Group- Ben Passmore 
· Flow Chart – looking at whether AAT graduates are more successfully retained beyond college-general consensus is that this was premature because we don’t have enough students through the pipelines

· Need to decide on what do we want to focus on:

· Articulation Question- Does AAT approach generate a more successful and effective one for accomplishing our goals (seamless transition and articulation)?

· 1 – What is likelihood a student will complete and transfer to a four year? And compared to non-AAT students- does AAT alter the transfer rate? 
· 2- Are they going to be successful once they do transfer? Is there a different rate of success (grades, retention and eventually graduation rates)? 

· AAT Quality Improver (Questions 3-5)- Are we producing a more competent student?
· 3- Do they enter program at community college, are they more likely to actually complete that program? 

· 4- Success in the program- Are they more likely to persist and do well in their programs at the individual institutions that they’ve gone to?

· 5- What is the transition and success look like when they move out into the teaching field?

· We should tackle the first two questions in the next two years and then look at 3-5 in the following years- the first four questions can be covered with the resources already available (#5 would require information from Jacob France Institute). 

· The most difficult problem is getting a comparison group that makes sense – with issue of articulation we might want to compare with AA completers and AAT starters, but non finishers 

· We need to create some operational definitions 

· AAT starter, but not completer- one who does a year or less of the AAT and then transfers- early starters
· All but done- complete everything except perhaps the Praxis, but transfer anyway

· Those who complete all of the AAT requirements 

· Looking at the number of students in the AAT inventory- is it worth it to do this research? 

· One of the advantages of the AAT process when it was put together- it was an exercise in the best kind of articulation – faculty members that taught similar courses came together and decided what was essential – It really changed the way we think about the body of knowledge and raised the standards because used National Level standards- all the courses became more robust courses – the AAT process revved up the quality of the courses – this may be an accomplished goal

· There were complaints in the legislature from parents about the articulation and this helped alleviate that problem

· Problems- identifying who is an AAT student 

· Four years have a formal process once students enter into the program- community colleges could use this tracking as the same thing- the research can move forward by creating a definition of when the student had entered the program- maybe when they take the first class in education

· What data will be needed?

· Course taking pattern

· Could look at how many students graduating from 4- year with education degrees having had a minimum of 15 credits in the community college- and see if this number has increased due to the better articulation

· May not hold if there are not increasing numbers of seats – but four years do not have finite number of seats 

· Ben will come back to the council to confer on what else should be included as questions arise  - Candace and Ben will exchange some emails and Ben will bring back what we need and some more closely written questions for the articulation study
Discussion: Future Directions for AAT
· AAT Inventory

· 2007- first year where there are more AAT grads than not- the tide is shifting

· Of course some community colleges have eliminated the traditional teacher Ed programs now 

· Some community college maintain the AA programs for those transferring out of state 

· What else do we need to know?

· Around data- Ben will bring back
· Look at Revised Professional Standards to bring AATs up to current standards 

· Go directly to the community colleges and ask them how many AATs they have in each program- AAT recommends that the MADTECC group sit with the IR group and identify how to count them (Jody Kallis and Elizabeth Little will convey this to Colleen Eisenbeiser for MADTECC to do this and work with the new research person at MHEC)

· Trends and degrees report and an Enrollment Report on MHEC website- Candace will send the link to this group 

· This group should talk about the format- looking at how many students complete 15 credits, 30, 45, and 60- allows us to see the pipeline and identify specific points that may be stopping points- community colleges can help figure out what the correct measurement is too 

· What other AATs are needed? 

· MADTECC met on Friday- great interest to find out where their students are and how well they are transferring- Would like to see AATs continue to be developed because after Elementary and Early childhood, the next four have not yielded increased enrollment- 

· Secondary Biology, Secondary Social Studies, K-12 Art, and K-12 P.E. because those are the areas that the students are asking about – without AATs students fall into Secondary AAs 

· Staffing Report is finishing up (Will be ready for October Board Meeting)- PE is a surplus area

· Keep this discussion in mind and continue working on areas that have to do with data for now- study where we are and address problems before creating new AATs 

· We should spend some time thinking about how AATs can help STEM efforts – getting elementary majors ready to teach math and science – maybe we ramp up the minimal standards in math and science – it is not more math, but different math 

· Get more people around the table 

Update: P-20 Governor’s Task force on STEM

· Broad charge, but large part is workforce and education focus

· Brit Kirwan and June Strekfus (Executive Director of MBRT)are co-chairs

· First meeting is November 20th
· Perhaps we have a conversation with the math folks before this and if the TF is looking for suggestions for programs then AAT should be at the table since we are the elementary pipeline 

Update: MHEC COMAR Language Change- Nancy Shapiro

· The state board changed the regulations that allow for alternative ways for qualifying for teacher quality- expanded from PRAXIS to include, SAT< ACT, and GRE- when they did that, the AAT still had PRAXIS written in, community college students were being held to a different standard- so Nancy sent a note to MHEC 

· Process at MHEC is the change has to go to the commission (happened 9/24) and the commission approved- the next part of the process us lengthy- not set to be decided until February- making a request to the Commission at their November meeting to pre-approve it to make the date December 

· Community College could send a note to the four year requesting a waiver and four year send back a note allowing awarding of AAT 

· It is short term issue effecting few students 

Update: Teacher Shortage Task Force- Nancy Shapiro

· Task Force charged by the former P-16 Leadership Council- co chaired by Ed Root and Pat Florestano- held hearings and received recommendations from numerous sources throughout the state
· One recommendation was to streamline the PRAXIS issue 
· Recommendations are essentially action oriented and people are expecting that one at a time they will be implemented by the agencies responsible for htem
· One is the revisiting the Redesign with particular attention to alternative preparation and supporting Professional Development Schools
· The Elementary Math piece should be a focus of the Redesign 
· Will be presented to the state legislature as a panel with the GWIB report 
· Teacher identifier recommendation – idea would be a data system that includes the independents to get a systematic way of looking at where teachers are going and coming from- giving teachers a unique identifier as the point that they enter the field
Next Meeting- Wednesday, December 10, 2008 (1-3pm at USM)
· Approval of Minutes

· MADTECC Update (Add to all new agendas)

· Discussion: How can AATs help the STEM efforts? 

· What a strategy might be to get more voices at the table to discuss this? 

· Discussion: TEACH grants 

· Update: Early Childhood Consortium 

· Discussion: Retention Issues (Data from Richard Ingersoll)

