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University System of Maryland Student Council 
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USMSC Summer Retreat 

The University System of Maryland Student Council met as a full body to discuss the 
council’s new structure and upcoming initiatives at its summer retreat on August 25th at Hidden 
Waters. Karen Shaheed, Executive Vice President and General Counsel to Bowie State 
University, joined the USMSC to discuss the state of higher education in Maryland and give an 
overview of the University System of Maryland. The USMSC also received Andy MacCraken, 
Executive Director of the National Campus Leadership Council, to discuss student advocacy and 
the national issues facing university students. 
 
The Maryland Open Source Textbook Initiative 

The Council has continued to pursue the creation of an open source textbook program 
with an emphasis on collaborative effort and coalition building. After considerable discussion 
with faculty, administrators, and experts across the country, USMSC and the Center for 
Innovation and Excellence in Learning and Teaching will launch the Maryland Open Source 
Textbook (MOST) Initiative.  

During the Fall of 2013 an introductory workshop to open source textbooks will be held 
for interested faculty of high-enrollment, high-impact, entry-level courses. The workshop will be 
constructed and conducted in close collaboration with experienced experts. Prior to attending, 
faculty will be asked to review an open source textbook in their field. During the workshop, 
faculty will learn more about the features and benefits of open source textbooks, compare their 
reviews, assess the feasibility of adopting open source texts, and discuss the feasibility of scaling 
up the program. 

The workshop will be followed by a Spring 2014 pilot that will collect and analyze data 
to accurately evaluate cost savings, learning gains, and other impacts of adopting open source 
textbooks. To ensure the evaluation is as accurate as possible, the data will be analyzed with the 
assistance of national programs that have the existing methodology to assess student outcomes 
from the pilot. A more involved spring workshop will be potentially held for faculty members in 
order to most effectively utilize the materials. 

USMSC will continue to encourage the segments to come together to create a workgroup 
to begin evaluating the feasibility of developing a state supported repository and review process 
that all Maryland faculty across the segments can access and contribute toward. 



 The various student governments and graduate student governments of the System plan 
on passing resolutions in support of this initiative. 
 
Federal Lobby Day 
 The Council has collaborated with Congressman Hoyer’s office to reserve a room in the 
Capitol on November 12th to hold its first annual USMSC Federal Lobby Day. USMSC is 
working alongside the National Campus Leadership Coalition, the Young Invincibles, and USM 
administration and staff to identify appropriate federal legislation and how to most effectively 
advocate for students.  
 
Early Voting Sites 
 The Council has begun to conduct a survey of all institutions to identify their early 
polling site proximity to campus. The Governor’s office has offered to assist the council in 
reaching out to County election boards to ensure early polling sites will be in an appropriate 
location to empower students to fully utilize the new provisions in the Improving Access to 
Voting Act of 2013. 
 
Sustainability 
 The Council is extremely proud of the progress the System has made to become a leader 
in sustainability in the state and the nation. Follow a meeting with Vice Chancellor Boesch, the 
Council has begun to plan the most appropriate actions to encourage increased sustainability 
from the system and students. The Council hopes to create a unified action plan this semester. 
 
Health Insurance 
 With the roll out of the Affordable Care Act, the Student Council wants to ensure that 
students are fully aware of the impact the legislation will have on them. The Council will 
construct an outreach plan in collaboration with Enroll America, the Young Invincibles, and 
System administrators to educate targeted students. The Council hopes to host Associate Vice 
Chancellor JoAnn Goedert to brief the Council within the coming weeks. 
 
Mental Health & M-Urgency 
 Mental health and public safety remain a top priority for the Council. While not much 
progress has been made this past month, the Council hopes to continue to explore areas for 
improvement and expansion. 
 
The Council will have their first official meeting at the University of Baltimore on September 
8th. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
James Jalandoni, President  
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