
 

BOARD OF REGENTS 
 

SUMMARY OF ITEM FOR ACTION,  
INFORMATION, OR DISCUSSION 

 
TOPIC: Towson University: Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary Arts Infusion 
 
COMMITTEE: Education Policy and Student Life 
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: September 4, 2014  
 
SUMMARY: The proposed program is designed to address the professional development needs of existing 
teachers in Maryland. Teachers with a “standard professional certificate” are required to complete 30 credits 
of coursework within five-year period to qualify for an “advanced professional certificate.” In fall 2013, 25 
percent of the 59,315 teachers employed in Maryland public schools will need coursework to attain the  
advanced professional certificate. 
 
The primary constituencies to be served by the proposed program are artist/educators and K-12 public school 
teachers in arts and non-arts disciplines who seek advanced certification and advancements in school reform. 
The proposed program provides the classroom teacher with arts integration as a pathway to achieve the   
master’s credential required for the advanced certificate while distinguishing themselves as a leader in arts 
integration. 
 
Other constituents include: educators and administrators who seek school reform in their practice; artists who 
desire collaboration with diverse communities; professionals from areas of business, health professions,   
advocacy, social work, human resources, family services, and outreach coordinators who aspire to develop 
themselves as innovators by enhancing their creative capital; and non- government and government          
organizations/employers who select innovative specialists and expanding diversity practices from all of the 
above. 
 
The proposed program in Interdisciplinary Arts Infusion will be unique in Maryland.  Although there are 
some similarities to the M.Ed. at UMD, the focus and content of the programs are fundamentally different.  
None of the HBIs in our region (Bowie, Coppin, Morgan, UMES) offer an advanced degree in art education, 
arts integration, or interdisciplinary arts infusion. Bowie, Coppin, and Morgan offer M.A., M.S., Ed.D., and 
Ph.D. degrees in school administration and educational leadership but none of these examine art in           
education. 
 
ALTERNATIVE(S): The Regents may not approve the program or may request further information. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: No additional funding is necessary. The program will be supported through tuition and 
reallocated funds. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION: That the Committee on Education Policy and Student Life 
recommend that the Board of Regents approve the proposal from Towson University to offer the Master of 
Arts in Interdisciplinary Arts Infusion. 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Approval 

 
DATE: September 4, 2014 

 
BOARD ACTION: 

  
DATE: 

 
SUBMITTED BY:  Joann Boughman                   301-445-1992                jboughman@usmd.edu 
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