
  
 

BOARD OF REGENTS 
 
 

SUMMARY OF ITEM FOR ACTION,  
INFORMATION, OR DISCUSSION 

 
TOPIC: Salisbury University: Bachelor of Science in Urban and Regional Planning 
 
COMMITTEE: Education Policy and Student Life   
 
DATE OF COMMITTEE MEETING: September 20, 2016  
 
SUMMARY: Building upon the existing Environmental and Land Use Planning track with the B.S. in 
Geography, the University proposes to establish a B.S. in Urban and Regional Planning. The proposed 
program will integrate existing social and physical sciences courses into this professionally based 
discipline. As a multidisciplinary program, students will be given the knowledge to understand complex 
urban and regional issues. “The required core classes will allow students to develop a solid background 
in planning and related disciplines including economics, political science, mathematics, geographic 
information science (GIS) and geography.” Two tracks will be available: Land-Use Planning or 
Environmental Planning, and students will be encouraged to complete one minor: Conflict and Dispute 
Resolution, Economics, Environmental Studies, Geography, GIS, History, or Political Science. 
 
The Maryland Department of Labor job projections for 2012-2022 indicate increased job openings 
during this period: 443 replacements for the anticipated retirements and 68 new positions. In addition, 
the nationwide projected employment in this field is expected to increase by 6% between 2014 and 
2024. 
 
In Maryland, only Frostburg State University offers an undergraduate degree in Urban Planning. Coppin 
State University’s Urban Studies program has a few similar courses but includes only one course in 
planning.  
 
ALTERNATIVE(S): The Regents may not approve the program or may request further information. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: No additional funding is necessary. The program will be supported through tuition. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S RECOMMENDATION: That the Committee on Education Policy and Student 
Life recommend that the Board of Regents approve the proposal from Salisbury University to offer the 
Bachelor of Science in Urban and Regional Planning. 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Approval   DATE: September 20, 2016 
 
BOARD ACTION:                  DATE:  
 
SUBMITTED BY: Joann A. Boughman    301-445-1992 jboughman@usmd.edu 
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