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My Inspiration
● J ack Andraka did that with what he was  

able to Google.  

● If he can do that, I can certa inly teach an 
English clas s  without cos ting my s tudents  
$150 per book. 

● OER embraces  the spirit of education.  It is  
the ris ing tide that is  lifting a ll boats .  



How I’ve Found, Adopted, and Adapted OER

● I s tarted little by little before OER had a  name.  I collected materia ls  that were 
online and created my own ancillary materia ls .   

● We are good researchers  - that’s  how we landed in these jobs .  Apply those 
s ame research skills  to finding open source materia ls .  

● For gen-ed courses  like English and Biology, it’s  eas ier to find open source 
materia l.  For others  fields , the s earch can be more difficult. 



A. Finding:

Multiple s ite options  - https :/ / s ites .google.com/ umes .edu/ oer/ home

Maryland https://catalog.oer-maryland.org/

Plan of action/ what to look for -

1. Does  the content covered match mos t of your cours e objectives

2.    Are there various  options  for acces s , including . . .

a . Paper textbook option - https://openstax.org/details/books/concepts-biology

b. Downloadable PDF 
c. ibooks  /  Kindle /  Mobile acces s  friendly? 

https://sites.google.com/umes.edu/oer/home
https://catalog.oer-maryland.org/
https://openstax.org/details/books/concepts-biology


3.  Readability / Accessibility / Animations / Visual Displays 

4.  Do you want an Adaptative Learning Program? - (s ee Opens tax options )

https://openstax.org/details/books/concepts-biology?Partner%20resources

5.  Ins tructor Resource Quality

https://openstax.org/details/books/concepts-biology?Instructor%20resources

6.  Specia l challenges  of teaching a  course with limited enrollment or s ta te 
licensure programs .  

https://openstax.org/details/books/concepts-biology?Partner%20resources
https://openstax.org/details/books/concepts-biology?Instructor%20resources


B.  Adopting

1. Is  it compatible with your current LMS?
2. Can you s till use your current learning and as ses sment tools ?  (If objectives  

and content were matched early, this  should help with this  trans ition.)
3. Discus s ion - Adminis tra tion approval and Books tore cons iderations
4. Google s ite
5. Opens tax resources
6. Helping other faculty who teach the s ame course adjus t to the adoption

a. Financia l incentive
b. Ins tructor resources



C.  Adapting

1. Update new information and images  in current res ources  and 
as s es s ments

2.    Impact on s tudents  /  s tudent appreciation for your concern 



Adopting and Adapting

● Be mindful of licens ing.  Us ing other people’s  intellectual property ethically is  
vita l.  We are s etting an example of respect for others ’ work for our s tudents . 
Us ing work that is  not openly licensed  

● Creative Commons  gives  us  a ll the info we need.   https://creativecommons.org/

● Example:  

https://creativecommons.org/


Adopting and Adapting





Some benefits I hadn’t anticipated 

● Chunking of information - s tudents  felt les s  overwhelmed, reta ined 
information better, applied concepts  better.  

● Multi-modal reinforcement rocks !
● Creating modular units  that I can eas ily transport to different places . 
● My webs ite became an example of technical writing - the kind of writing that 

s tudents  will probably use in their careers . 
● Students  feel supported and important.  When we dis cus s  the evolution of 

OER and its  roots  in s tudent need, we become their team members .  We show 
them how to surmount obs tacles .  



How I’m Contributing

● Everything I create, I license openly by pas ting the little CC emblem at the 
bottom of the page.  

● I pos t my work on open webs ites  - not behind pas swords

● I encourage others  to explore OER

● Mos t importantly - we don’t work a lone.  Our greates t s trength is  
collaboration.  
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