
Increasing Student Engagement Using 
OER in Developmental English Courses

Karen Kyger, Associate Professor of English and 
Sarah Johnson, Assistant Professor of English 
Howard Community College



Problem: How can we get developmental readers and writers to practice 
active and engaged learning?



Two Types of Texts - OER

eText: Creative Commons 
Materials Compiled in Lumen

Printed articles: Library 
Databases



Faculty can successfully encourage engagement 
and active reading even with a digital text by 
incorporating note-taking into the curriculum





Survey – 87% of our 
Students surveyed 
so far prefer OER 
online eText to 
traditional print text

88% of students 
surveyed said they 
took notes when 
reading the eText




