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BOARD OF REGENTS 
COMMITTEE ON ADVANCEMENT 

February 18, 2026 
Meeting via Video and Conference Call 

 
 

 

Minutes of the Closed Session 

 
Regent Gonella called to order the meeting of the Advancement Committee of the University System of Maryland 
Board of Regents at 11:40 am, with participants joining by video conference and teleconference.  
 
Regents participating in the session included: Mr. Gonella, Ms. Gooden, Mr. Mirani, Ms. Lewis, Mr. McMillen, and 
Ms. Speaks. Also participating were: Chancellor Perman; Ms. Herbst; Mr. Minor, Mr. Sandler, Dr. Masucci, Mr. 
Mosca, Ms. Wilkerson, Ms. Horrigan, Assistant Attorney General Boyle, Mr. Balcom, Mr. Vickers, Mr. Short, and Ms. 
Hossick. 
 
1) Honorific naming request from University of Maryland Eastern Shore (action) 

Regent Gonella introduced an item proposing the naming of the School of Agriculture and Natural Sciences in 
recognition of a significant philanthropic commitment. This naming request is intended to serve both as a 
celebration of legacy and as a strategic act of institutional branding. The proposed name would distinguish the 
University of Maryland Eastern Shore among HBCUs and other land-grant universities, helping to draw national 
attention to the institution’s research, teaching, and outreach programs in sustainable agriculture, food security, 
and environmental stewardship. 
 
Regent Gonella moved recommendation, seconded by Regent Gooden; approved. 
 
Vote Count =  Yeas: 6 Nays: 0  Abstentions: 0 
 

2) Naming request from Frostburg State University (action) 

Regent Gonella introduced an item proposing the naming of the University’s Children’s Literature Centre in 
recognition of long-standing service and philanthropic support. This naming request honors a past institutional 
leader and family members who provided sustained volunteer support and advocacy for the Centre’s mission to 
promote literacy among regional elementary schoolchildren and the broader community. The proposal also 
acknowledges a significant philanthropic commitment made by a family member in support of this naming 
opportunity and the Centre’s continued impact. 
 
Regent Gonella moved recommendation, seconded by Regent Gooden; approved. 

Vote Count =  Yeas: 6 Nays: 0  Abstentions: 0 

Regent Gonella thanked everyone for joining. The closed session  meeting was adjourned at 11:55 am.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Geoff J. Gonella 


