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Wednesday, April 3, 2019
Langenberg Lecture and Award 
Chancellor Robert L. Caret

(AS DRAFTED)

Good morning.  I want to begin by thanking Bowie State University—and President Aminta Breaux—for hosting today’s Langenberg Lecture and Award.  With her emphasis on collaborative leadership, her expertise in budgeting and strategic planning, and her commitment to expanding partnerships with the business community, President Breaux is doing a tremendous job leading Bowie State.  
I am also pleased to note that today’s Computing Education Summit is being supported by our National Science Foundation Math-Science Partnership Grant.

As we all know, Chancellor Emeritus Don Langenberg—who led the University System of Maryland from 1990 to 2002—passed away earlier this year.  Don began his career as an educator and groundbreaking physicist, specializing in experimental condensed matter physics, materials science, and superconductivity.  

He later transitioned into higher education leadership, serving as chancellor of the University of Illinois at Chicago and the USM.   Much of what the USM is today is because of Don:  He delegated authority to the individual campuses; He demanded a high degree of accountability; And he embraced the best principles of shared governance.
Don’s impact is particularly evident in his vision for a seamless educational system from kindergarten through college.  Today the idea of K-16 (or P-20) is accepted as the best approach to educating our citizens and strengthening our state.  However, when Don embraced the idea, it was not particularly popular. But he knew it was right.  He understood the power of collaboration.  And he linked the State Superintendent of Schools and the Secretary of Higher Education with the USM to help forge a true continuum.

And then, when he retired as Chancellor, Don returned to the classroom, teaching an undergraduate physics course at College Park.

Today we celebrate one of Don’s great gifts to the USM:  The Langenberg Lecture and Award: An endowed lecture series and a scholarship that rotates among the 12 institutions, now in its 15th year.

In keeping with Don’s vision, the Langenberg Lecture was developed as more than just an informative presentation from a nationally renowned educational leader.  Instead, it is intended to be a “call to action” from a visionary leader to inspire and motivate those of us who value teaching.
Over the years, the Langenberg Lecture has attracted top-flight intellectuals.  The inaugural Lecture was given by Nobel Prize Physicist Leon Lederman.  In subsequent years, we have been fortunate to welcome: Norman Augustine, former chairman and CEO of Lockheed Martin; Vartan Gregorian, President of Carnegie Corporation of New York; Uri Treisman, professor of mathematics at University of Texas, Austin; Candace Thille, founding director of the Open Learning Initiative at Carnegie Mellon and Stanford Universities; And many other intellectual luminaries.
And, as the lecture rotates among USM campuses, it is complimented with the presentation of the Langenberg Award.  A scholarship presented to an outstanding student from the host institution who has shown great promise and a commitment to a career in education.  As we will soon learn, this year’s award recipient is ideally suited for this honor.
I am especially pleased to note that Patricia Langenberg, Professor Emeritus of epidemiology at University of Maryland Baltimore and Don’s wife of more than 65 years is with us today to present the Langenberg Award. I ask Pat to come forward and introduce this year’s Langenberg Award recipient.

Congratulations Faith!  And thank you for being here with us today Pat.  Don revered education and educators.  He believed that education changed lives—and society—for the better.  And we will all continue to honor his memory and support these values.

And now it is my great pleasure to introduce our special guest for this year’s Langenberg Lecture.  In January 2010, Wes Bush became Chief Executive Officer of global aerospace and defense technology giant Northrop Grumman, and was appointed Chairman in 2011.  He stepped down from the position of chief executive officer earlier this year, remaining chairman through July of this year.
This was the culmination of what can only be described as a remarkable career:  After earning undergraduate and master's degrees in electrical engineering from the MIT, Wes joined TRW in 1987, working in space technology operations; By the time he was 35, he was running TRW's military satellite program; Two years later—in 2001—he was named president and chief executive of TRW's aeronautical systems unit in Britain; When Northrop Grumman bought TRW in 2002, Wes Bush became the youngest senior executive at Northrop.  Before becoming CEO of Northrop Grumman, he held the positions of Chief Financial Officer, President of the company's space division, and Chief Operating Officer in 2007.
As I said . . . simply an incredible journey 
Of course, Wes always understood the importance of strategic partnerships between business and education.  As CEO, Wes stepped forward to support direct, hands-on, collaborative efforts: From the ACES program—the nation’s first undergraduate honors program in cybersecurity—at UMCP; to the Cyber Scholars Program and the Cync Program at UMBC; to the broader USM Cyber Network that includes UMCP, UMBC, as well as Towson and Bowie State.
And, because Wes is the gift that keeps on giving, he is here this morning to speak to an important and timely topic  “The Critical Partnership Between Higher Education, Students, and Business in Building the New Economy”.  His lecture will be followed later today by a summit on computational thinking, computer science, and cyber security.

Ladies and Gentlemen . . . please join me in welcoming Wes Bush.
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